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ACCOMMODATION SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

1. Dr G.G. JACOBS to the Minister for Disability Services:  
In the 2005-06 budget, the government estimated that it would spend $169.6 million on accommodation support 
for people with a disability.  In fact, the government spent all that amount, and more.  However, it delivered 55 
fewer places for people with a disability than would have been allocated based on average cost per person.   

(1) Why did the government spend more, yet deliver less? 

(2) As the government has promised another 113 places for the next financial year, will the minister give an 
assurance that those places will actually be delivered? 

Mr A.D. McRAE replied: 
(1)-(2) I thank the member very much for giving me my first ever question!  It is a privilege to be a Minister 

for Disability Services in a government that in its first five years in office doubled the budget for the 
disability services sector from $166 million in 2000-01 to $340 million in 2005-06.   

That was the Gallop Labor government.  The Carpenter Labor government has continued that.  This 
year, in this budget, we are not doing less for less, we are doing more with more.  We are adding 
$100 million to the next four years’ budgets for disability services.  It is a great privilege to be a 
Minister for Disability Services in a government that is making that kind of contribution -  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Is that why you had six ministers in the past 12 months? 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I appreciate that the sector wants continuity, but I can tell the Leader of the Opposition what 
the sector is saying to me already: it has never had a government that has added so much to the sector.  No 
government in five years has doubled the budget in the way that we have.  I am also the Minister for Citizenship 
and Multicultural Interests, and I am sure many people in the community would like to know why the 
opposition’s shadow bench does not include a spokesperson for citizenship and multicultural interests.  It may 
well be that I am the sixth Minister for Disability Services.  That means the extent of support in cabinet and 
across the caucus of the Labor government is more than the opposition could put together in 10 years.  The 
opposition has to explain to the people of Western Australia why there is nobody in the shadow cabinet to deal 
with multicultural interests.  The opposition does not have a spokesperson for that area. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I have had advice on some of the questions raised by the member for Roe about the 
Disability Services Commission and I am pleased to be able to offer him the opportunity for a briefing that I will 
organise. 

An opposition member:  What about a guarantee that you will deliver the places?  That is what the question is 
about. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I think the people with disabilities in Western Australia would be more concerned to hear 
that the member will accept my invitation to get a briefing so that he is fully informed and well informed.  The 
advice I have is that the member is ill informed.  I am prepared to offer to work on a bipartisan basis with the 
member. 
 


